
Colorado Search and Rescue Association, Inc. 
A safer Colorado backcountry since 1973 
 
For over 50 years, the Colorado Search and Rescue Association, Inc. 
(CSAR) has been the support system for the volunteers of backcountry 
search and rescue teams in Colorado, working tirelessly to protect their 
interests and keep them safe. 

Backcountry Search and Rescue in Colorado: A Safety Net for a Multi-billion Dollar Industry 

A hiker goes missing, a hunter breaks a leg, a backcountry snowmobiler comes across an 
avalanche with ski tracks leading in but no tracks out.  What happens next?  

BSAR in Colorado – which includes search, rescue and recovery – is mostly a local affair; 
county sheriffs are charged with the responsibility for BSAR in their counties, and most rely on 
nonprofit volunteer teams to get it done.  According to Summit County Sheriff Jaime FitzSimons, 
“Most sheriffs cringe at having this responsibility because it is so far from our day-to-day law 
enforcement duties.”  There are approximately 50 BSAR organizations in the state, most of 
them all-volunteer nonprofits, many of them very small teams serving rural counties.  The 
Colorado Search and Rescue Association (CSAR) serves as an umbrella organization for them. 

Colorado’s economy is heavily dependent on tourism and outdoor recreation. According to the 
Colorado Tourism Office, tourism spending reached more than $27 billion in 2022.  BSAR teams 
are the safety net for the outdoor recreation and tourism industries, but they not only volunteer 
their time, they must also pay out of pocket for their personal equipment and for vehicle 
expenses to get to training events and incident response.  

Another challenge teams face is that as call volume rises steadily across the state, it has 
become a struggle for them to maintain the administrative and management responsibilities of 
running a nonprofit organization in addition to handling backcountry calls for help.  The typical 
BSAR volunteer is an outdoor enthusiast who joins a team because they want to be outside 
rescuing people, not because they want to sit at a desk.  

Because of our programs and legislative efforts, teams now have state funding for their 
equipment and training needs, education and conference programs, mental health resources, 
statewide resource coordination, consulting services, collaboration forums and more. 

Who We Are 

The Colorado Search and Rescue Association is a team of teams and an organization 
composed of volunteers from those teams. Our focus is on the long-term sustainability of the 
BSAR system in Colorado.  Our programs are led by volunteers who not only give time to their 
local teams as rescuers on top of their day jobs, but also volunteer more time on top of that with 
CSAR.  They do it because they know that together, we’re stronger and can accomplish more. 

Help Us Help Them 

CSAR’s volunteers need your help.  Here are just a few examples of the needs your support can 
help fund: 

 



 
●​ Our volunteer instructors for search management and public information officer courses 

not only volunteer their time, but they pay their own expenses to drive to in-person class 
locations.  We would like to provide stipends for them, and we also need funds to create 
new programs. 

●​ We have a critical need for a statewide system to collect and analyze incident-related 
data.  Access to accurate data along with documented stories from the rescuers is 
essential at all levels to relay the need for services provided across the state.  This is 
important for targeting resources, public education, forecasting, identifying trends, and 
fundraising support for teams.   

●​ Statewide, BSAR responders face incredible mental health challenges.  Financial 
support for resilience and mental health classes has declined but the need continues to 
keep our responders healthy and able to respond anytime.   

●​ CSAR’s volunteer state coordinators currently use their own personal cell phones to 
conduct incident support for teams.  We would like to provide reimbursement for them, 
and we also need to replace their aging radios. 

●​ The volunteers of our Public Information and Education Program have worked for years 
toward a comprehensive one-stop-shop website and a video series to step up our public 
backcountry safety education efforts and help reduce call volume across the state.  They 
need funding to continue this important work. 

 

In Colorado, CSAR and its members continue to bring missing, injured and deceased loved 
ones back to their families.  But our volunteers can’t do it alone - we need your support.  We 
envision a Colorado where backcountry adventurers are informed and our world-class BSAR 
services continue to save lives.  You can help us make that a reality. 
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